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HIGHWAY TRAGEDY 

Nowhere was the 
stark tragedy of 
the area 's recent 
highway carnage 
more acutely felt 
than at Independ¬ 
ence where relat¬ 
ives and friends 
last week mourned 
the death of Reg¬ 
ina Baratti Craw¬ 
ford, the popular i 
daughter of a loc • * 

al family ; killed 
in a head-on col¬ 
lision. 


-WATER METERS 

BACK TO COURT 


REGINA 

schooIdaye 


In the late after¬ 
noon light, Regi¬ 
na ’8 husband Dave 
sits outside an 
Independence mot¬ 
el room; grief- 
struck, he awaits 
completion of fun¬ 
eral arrangements. 
They had met as 
schoolmates. 
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AN ELEVENTH-HOUR COURT ACTION 
STOPS DWP’S METERING CREWS 

O NCE AGAIN, INYO COUNTY HAS GONE TO COURT 
in an issue with the Department of Water 
and Power - and, again, it has based its 
case on an environmental question. On Monday 
of this week the county sought, and was grant¬ 
ed, a temporary restraining order which for now 
at least blocks the DWP from its program, be¬ 
gun last week, of installing water meters on 
hundreds of lines to county water users. An 
inyo deputy district attorney, Greg James, has 
worked for weeks on the case, styled as a 'fehow 
cause" action, and it stops the metering "unless 
and until a legally sufficient environmental 
impact report on said project has been prepar¬ 
ed, approved and adopted in accordance with the 
mandates of the California Environmental Qual¬ 
ity Act." 

The DWP had pushed through its metering 
program in defiance of nearly countywide pro¬ 
test against the program. In gaining Dos Ang¬ 
eles official approval of the metering, the 
DWP had claimed that metering would have no 
significant environmental impact, but it is ar¬ 
gued here that installation of the meters puts 
Inyo water users on such a high rate billing 
schedule that the county's water users could 
not in fact afford to keep any greenspace in 
its desort climate. Officials of the DWP have 
themselves admitted that "keeping a lawn green 
in Inyo County probably takes five or six times 
the amount of water necessary in Dos Angeles," 
a moister climate. James' inch-thick court pet- 

(See COURT on Page 2) 


THE CRASH ON HIGHWAY 6 

TRAGIC DEATH: ANOTHER CHOICE OF 
ROUTES MAY HAVE MADE A DIFFERENCE 

I F SHE 'D GONE OVER MONTGOMERY PASS like she . 
had planned, instead of Westgard.„ .Well, 
.things would've been different," said her 
stricken husband of "two years and 1 $ days," 
David Crawford. 

But upon such "if" decisions, always so 
bitterly regretted, do the Fates of the high¬ 
ways take their dreadful toll. 

Dave Crawford and his pretty young wife, 
Regina Baratti Crawford, had met as students 
at the Independence High School. She was dark, 
trim, with flashing brown eyes that easily 
made her stand out as one of the beauties of 
the school and possibly "the prettiest girl in 
town." She was popular, a cheerleader. She had 
been one of the first to serve as a lifeguard 
when the school's new swimming pool opened up. 
Their attraction was a strong one and for ab¬ 
out a year they were "steadies." After her jun¬ 
ior year, they married - on July U, 1976, at 
Carson City. They moved to Tonopah where Dave 
later went to work at a refineiy. 

Dast week, Regina's two brothers were at 
Tonopah and she brought them to Bishop along 
with two friends, Jeannie Fox, 36 , of Goldfield, 
and Dianna Lynch, 21, of Redwood City, Calif. 
The two women apparently had come along "for 
the ride" and to shop with Regina at Bishop. 
They were in the Crawfords' new pickup truck. 
Their day in %shop completed, they started 
home, later than expected. Meanwhile, Dave 

(See CRASH on Page 2) 
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COURT, Continued 

ition says the CEQA guidelines have been viol¬ 
ated for a number of reasons: Los Angolas wat¬ 
er rates will increase water cost and, as a 
result, will decrease water use herej charges, 
which were not mentioned by DWP, could mean 
still further increases in rates in the future; 
that the cost of installation of the meters 
had been reported to be about $300 per unit, 
but that a Los Angeles spokesman had claimed in 
fact that the cost was about $600• DWP had us¬ 
ed the lower figure, publicly and to the board 
of water commissioners, to justify the instal¬ 
lation economically, but even at the lower fig¬ 
ure, it appeared unfeasible. 

And the petition goe3 on at length to es¬ 
tablish the evidence of controversy in this is¬ 
sue, the presence of which legally justifies 
a requirement for an environmental impact re¬ 
port; and also calls attention to a board of 
supervisors resolution against metering here« 
Declarations in the case go further, showing 
that the metering of commercial and public 
establishments here has already had an impact 
on the environment. 

It was reported, though unverified, that 
officials at **os Angeles were furious over the 
new litigation, but in any case they called off 
their metering crews even before the petition 
was filed in the court. 

In commenting on the case the district 
attorney, L.H 0 "Buck" Gibbons, said the city 
attorney at L.A. w re-iterated his stand that 
Inyo County is just opposed to meters and using 
environmental law as a vehicle. The fact is, we 
believe the law requires them to do an EtR. 
Their theory of enlightened dictatorship is 
that the end justifies the means. We say they 
still have to follow the law. I have suggested 
to them that they check wiih local people to 
find out how meters would affect the community, 
if trees, gardens and lawns would go. But they 
haven’t. They've dried up the valley. To ask 
for our towns to be left alone is not asking 
for a lot." 

Superior Judge Verne Summers set August 7 
for a hearing on the case. 


CRASH, Continued 

was concerned; he’d expected hi3 wife to ar¬ 
rive home earlier. He left Tonopah for Gold¬ 
field, several miles south, "to meet her." 

Homebound, Regina opted for Highway 6. 
Driving eastward, the women were talking. A- 
head, they saw a car that appeared to be er¬ 
ratically weaving as it approached them. No 
great concern; it straightened out as Regina 
slowed down slightly as a precaution. But as 
the oncoming car - a small Vega - came near, 
it lurched suddenly into their lane and hit 
neadlong in a grinding roar. The two women 
passengers were thrown clear; Regina was pin¬ 
ned inside the truck as both vehicles erupted 
in flame. 

Shortly afterward, at Goldfield, Jeannie 
Fox’s husband, Walt, found Dave Crawford. It 
was from Fox that Dave heard the crushing re¬ 
port of his wife's death. 

On Saturday morning at Independence Re¬ 
gina was laid to rest, her family and many 
friends gathered at the old cemetery there. 

"We had been married two years and fifteen 
days," said the young husband as he pondered 
the lonely days ahead. 

JKJKJK. 

vwTa 

Regina Baratti Crawford is survived by 
two sisters, four brothers, her mother, Pat, 
and father, James; and grandparents, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Hines, all of Independence. Father 
Menry Grupa, Santa Rosa Church, conducted the 
service, arranged through Ovsens Valley Mortu¬ 
ary, Lone Pine. 

JULY'S ALARM INI TOLL 

Regina Crawford and the still-unident¬ 
ified man who struck the Crawford pickup 
were the sixth and seventh victims of high¬ 
way accidents in the area since July 1, As 
officials attempted to niece together the 
details of the tragedy, an eighth victim 
was claimed in a grinding crash north of 
Olancha, A picture story of the Olancha 
crash appears on NEWS-LETTER's Fotopages. 

Until recent weeks there had been no 
fatalities since Januar y in the area. _ 



Meter installers from the Department of Water and 
Power were hard at work on the controversial pro¬ 
ject last week, but were called off the job after 
Inyo County's district attorney went to court. 
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BENETT KESSLER 


» NOTES FROM B.K.«««I 

WE'LL PROBABLY BE TAKING SOME 
heat for the gore and tragedy 
pictured on these pages; such 
will not necessarily be a us¬ 
ual policy with us, but a lot 
of people - highway patrolmen 
and law enforcement officers, 
ambulance and rescue attend¬ 
ants and firemen - believe it 
is a fact that if people have 
a look at what occurs on roadsf 
almost daily they'd be perhaps 
more cautious in what they do. 

Until July, this area had an unbroken record 
of no-fatality traffic; suddenly the record 
was shattered and in three weeks eight people 
have died tragically and, probably, unnecess¬ 
arily. It was all brought home to us in an aw¬ 
ful way when "one of the Baratti girls" - Reg¬ 
ina - was killed on Highway 6. I know people 
who literally broke into tears on the street 
when they heard about it. We're all so very 
sorry. 

■SHHt- 

IF YOU GET A CHANCE, ask "Red" Austin to have 
you over for a look at his antique bar-room; 
from the old Austin's fountain in Independ¬ 
ence, which he operated for years, he took a 
marble-and-ceramic-ti1e counter, and an old, 
leaded-glass back-bar. ^e may be retiring as 
the Independence TV cable man (See the Foto- 
page) and he'll have time to enjoy working on 
it. 


OOPS.' BOY, DID WE BLOW ITI Our source was 
wrong and so, then, were we. The new owners 
of the beautiful old Hidden Valley Ranch are 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Evans, who have an inter¬ 
est in June Lake Lodge. He's a flying enthus¬ 
iast interested in glider soaring; she's an 
accomplished potter. We had reported that the 
new owners were a couple from down south. 

•fra* 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: Tabeth Lightner, 
the emergency medical technician of Tri-Coun¬ 
ty Ambulance Service, the lady credited with 
saving a young man's life at the scene of the 
bad accident north of Olancha, Friday night. 
She hails from Illinois - and she is also an 
accomplished artist-potter. About a year ago 
she took an EMT course, said she wants to 
help people. And she's doing ito 

ANOTHER IADY VPP: EMIIHE MARTIN, one of the 
most versatile we've seen: Newswoman, politi¬ 
cal activist; skier (worked at Mammoth during 
the recent season) - and now she's answering 
questions (or was, over the weekend) for vis¬ 
itors at the Bishop fair. 

>OCX 

HEADED FOR HAWAII? (A lot of people are.) Be 
sure to stop in at the Red Lion Restaurant at 
Honolulu and say howdy to John Lathrop who's 
playing there with a band, "The Foundry." H e 
is the son of Rev. and Mrso Don Lathrop of 
Independence, more VPP's. 

WELL THANKS, WHOEVER YOU ARE. Somebody out 
there has been sending me magazine subscrip¬ 
tions - Westways and Liberty, Don't know why 
1 rate such gifties, but I'm enjoying them. 

"THE PLAGUE" - that is to say the Biibonio one 
- has moved south. Remember the plague scare 


here that sent the Forest Service people out 
on a ground squirrel hunt? Now it's happening 
in L.A. and Kern Comities where people are af¬ 
raid the wild sqirrel3 may mingle with urban 
rodents, passing along plague-infected fleas 
that may get to domestic animals. The squirr- 
ols are multiplying, thanks to recent rain 3 
that increased their food supply. "“Die Plague" 
is no longer the threat it was in earlier cen¬ 
turies, but if it goes untreated, it still can 
kill you. 

DINING AND DANCING LAST WEEK: Willis Smith (he 
is the lawyer) and family; Dick Perry (Ferry 
Motors) and family; ffel Wager, the Bank of Am¬ 
erica manager, and his guests; the Jim Wolks 
of Paradise estates - and a gang of the Bish¬ 
op Gold Club folk: Bobby Janes, Kirk Turner 
and Richard Perry - and Kim. All the above, 
Thursday ni^iters at the "dub" at Big Pine. 

TrJTW 

A LOT OF THE MACHO TYPES impressed by holly- 
wood ruffs tuff, want to take up what they be¬ 
lieve are merely kick, chop and gouge ways of 
handling their problems. "The martial arts" 
are increasingly popular - but some of the 
lads are in for a surprise: "The martial arts" 
like Kuvg Fu , Karate and Aikido , require the 
balance, patience and insights of a sage to be 
really effective; almost all of them were ev¬ 
olved in monasteries and won't work very well 
without the meditation and hours of serious 
religious insight that make up 90% of techniq¬ 
ue. Kung Fu is (in one dialect) a Chinese word 
for "holy man." The man we call "Confucious" 
was in fact n Kung-Fu-Tz ,« but the name became 
Romanized and Anglicized. We're told that one 
of the area instructors - Don Bartron - holds 
a class at Lone Pine — understands al 1 . those 
subtleties. 

THE "GNOMES" ARE MISSING, quite literally. The 
county librarian. Jay Ector, says somebody got 
away with the library's $ 17.50 copy of the pop¬ 
ular children '3 book. The Gnomes , even before 
the library could get it listed. He'll happily 
take it back, no questions asked. Agnorainously, 
if you 'll pardon the bad pugn. 

LAST WEEK WE ITEMED THE NEW REST STOP built by 
Caltrans at Coso Junction. Since then, we've 
been informed of a little history of that area: 
it was originally Gill Station, a wagon—stop 
and watering hole for \\9 'ers trekking through 
California. We are told that the Carrasco fam¬ 
ily of Lone Pine had a hand in establishing the 
continuing oasis which is in the hot, windy de¬ 
sert area north of Little Lake. 

CBS COULDN'T SEND A CHEW, so Channel 2's Ralph 
Storey talked about the mule races over a back¬ 
ground of stills furnished by the Bishop cham¬ 
ber of commerce and flown into Hollywood via 
Sierra Pacific. Storey's story-man, John Iyt- 
le, was on the line all week making arrange¬ 
ments for TV coverage — but the producers nix¬ 
ed the idea of a full-blown Storey feature. 

TKI-COUNTY FAIR'S PUBLICITY GAL, Dot Morgan, 
is said to have otherwise scored very well with 
the down—south media in getting mule race cov¬ 
erage . 

-a-*# 

FOR ALL YOU SIX-PACK TYPES, BAD NEWS: The cost 
of chug-a-lugging a cool brew is going up this 

(More B.K.'s NOTES on Page U) 
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NOTES FROM B.K., Continued 

week. Pabst Brewing Company announced a price 
increase on Friday, immediately effective. The 
other companies are expected to fall into line 
very rapidly, a kind of domino effect de fac¬ 
to price fixing. fcfy idea of nothing to do: 
sitting around guzzling (very expensive) beer. 

«** 

STILL MORE ON VPP TABETH UGHTNEJi. (See above): 
While we were writing this, a late item came 
in, and it seems that Tabeth i s very accomp¬ 
lished indeed. She took two first-place priz¬ 
es at the fair, for her artwork. It's been a 
big week. 

OJffiE MAIRS (See photo) SAIS HE'S QUITTING his 
post as a board member of Southern Inyo Hosp¬ 
ital at Lone Pine. At this point, it would ap¬ 
pear that Bruce Ivey will fill his unexpired 
term. The hospital - and Qraie - came under a 
lot of criticism in recent months, but appar¬ 
ently the financially-struggling facility is 
doing about the best it can under the circum¬ 
stances; the board, the management and the 
hospital were given a clean bill of health in 
an exhaustive grand jury probe. Omie says he 
has other things to do and "It's time some¬ 
body else took over." 



RETIRING BOARD MEMBER MAIRS 


...for the hospital, a clean hill of health 


peal for a lot of us who are up to here with 
too much overdone rock and roll. And how many 
people out there still remember (or ever even 
knew) how to waltz..... 


FOR A WHOLE NEW (OLD) TRIP IN MUSIC, drop in 
on "The Tyroleans" at Paradise Lodge. Would 
you believe how much melody (Alpine-German- 
Austrian) can come out of a tuba-accordian 
combination?J "The Tyroleans" are Steve and 
Norma Lewis of Barstow. They'll be playing 
through the end of the month on the stream- 
side Paradise patio. They've got a novelty ap¬ 


/irXTST 


AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS..ev¬ 


ery day. 


Sincerely, 




Dutch Bakeries, Inc. 

Home of the "Original Sheepherder Bread" ® 1938 


This week: 

SheepherderWheat Rolls 

re9 '87< 


Welcome 

SPECIAL 77 < per pkg. 

Region II East Soaring 


Championship Pilots ... contest 

Stores to serve you: Bishop-Lone Pine-Mammoth 

Dates July 23 thru 28 
at Bishop Airport 
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...means 

something 
important 
to you - and 
to me. 
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I don’t work for 
a company. 

I work for you. 






R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

_ . , ,. PETE LARSON - Insurance 

tniuwme / agent ] 124 N. Main. Lone Pine, California 

Phone 870*4105 


BOXED IN BY 


Tired of TV i 
and the summer 



F‘: 


l 



7 

1° 

1 


j! i 

L_ © * 

-S - ——=— 

h% 


1 (Why not see a u 
Good show - tonight) 


JULY 26 27-28 29 


AMERICANS #1, COMEDY HIT! 


MELBROOKS 
HIGH ANXIETY 


and 


A Pttyoho-CofTHKly 


BISHOP THEATRE 

PHONE 873-3575 - SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 


Candlelight dining 
beside a cool 
mountain stream^ 
5:30 -10 pm, 7 days 

Sunday 
champagne 
brunch f 
10 am - 2 fj" 


RESERVATIONS 
387-2370 


PATIO: 

Live 

entertainment: 

Tyroleans 

POLKAS • WALTZES • MODERN 




Ftt&S. 


M 


^PaiaditLS zztauzant 

On Lowor Rock Creek 
1 5 mllot North of Bishop off Hwy. 395 


real estate... 


.C01 




6 ' 


.US1HESS 


Best buys this week: 

1. INCOME OPPORTUNITY: Tri-plex at 
Independence. Large lot. Good 
owner-financing. 

2. 20 ACRES: Sage Flat Drive. Mobile 
home. Good well. Olancha. 

3. 7 UNITS, LONE PINE: Great return 
on investment. $75,000. 


GnfcllKy, 

- iffTI TTZI 


bus. (714) 876-4121 


realtor* 

DOROTHY BONNEFIN/manager 
™ LONE PINE REALTY 

res. (714) 876-4442 


PAT ROBERTS/associate 

res. (714) 876-5864 


CLYDE GEORGE/associate 
bus. (714) 876-4121 


310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 
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PIONEER OF CABLE TELEVISION in the 
\Owens Valley, "Red" Austin of Indep¬ 
endence recalls his installation of 
]the "first TV set here" at a service 
I station. He may soon complete a deal 
\whereby his system is sold. 


MM 






GULPING TON-SIZED BITES OF ROCK from the 
valley floor, this "hot mix” plant near 
Independence crushes even the largest 
boulders Into a consistent-sized gravel, 
and mixes it In tremendous heat with as¬ 
phalt. Then by conveyor and hopper it 
is loaded into steel double-trailer 
trucks and rushed to highway crews in 
the area where it Is spread on high¬ 
ways as resurfacing material. The en¬ 
tire plant, set up and operated by 
Ladd Construction Company, will 
be dismantled after the summer 
highway program in the area is 
completed. The dusty, smokey 
lant conforms to air pollution 


INTO THIS CRUSHER 
rocks that will 
new surface for 
Inyo highways. J 
feeds its steel 


Photographs on these pages by John Heston 
and Benett Kessler, Eastern Sierra News. 
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AN ONCOMING CAR, attempting to past 
line of northbound tourist traffic, 
ploied head-on into the face of Gary 
Sapping ton, pinning him in his ccuto. 

r i / 



NEWS-LETTER’S VIEWFINDER: 

VALLEY FOTOPAGE 


... •-' 

m £M| | 




m,. 



WITH A CHAIN, rescuers manage, finally, 
to free him (below). Other driver was 
already dead. After nearly an hour. Sap- j 
ping ton was taken to Lone Pine with mul¬ 
tiple injuries. 'S? 



HE HAD STOPPED BREATHING, but the ef¬ 
forts of Emergency Technician Tabeth 
Lightner of Tri-County Ambulance lit¬ 
erally saved this man's life. 
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NEWS BRIEFS 

SUMMER CAMPAIGN WARMS UP; SCHOOL EMPLOYEE 
HOPES COOL DOWN; MONROE GETS SIX YEARS 
FOR DOUBLE-MURDER; ECTOR FINALLY GETS A 
SUPERVISORS' "YES"; AND A BAG OF UNDERWEAR 

O N THE SUMMER CAMPAIGN CIRCUIT, Bishop's 
State Senatorial Hopeful Bill Snyder says 
he's working on a "door-to-door campaign" 
at Victorville, Bakersfield, Apple Valley, 
Phelan and areas surrounding - and in recent 
days, in Inyo County. Snyder - along with two 
other campaigners, Phil Wyman and Congress¬ 
ional Candidate Bill Thomas. Per3on-to-person 
politicking, and the shaking - if not indeed 
the wringing - of hands at the Tri-County Fair 
has become the acceptable procedure, even the 
urgently required one, in election years. In 
November, Thomas comes up against Bob Sogge, 
the Democrats' congressional nominee, who has 
taken the campaign into the halls of congress; 
Sogge last week released copies of his "report 
to congressional leaders" on the needs of the 
18th district. His lengthy report stressed in 
several pages "protecting" and "improving" the 
interests of the four counties involved - in 
the absence of 18th district representation 
since the death of Congressman William Ketch- 
um. Although an accompanying outline refers 
to his commitment "to protecting...the tourism 
and recreation industries in Inyo County," his 
report to the Washington leaders makes no men¬ 
tion of the fact. Emphasis: Aerospace, agri¬ 
business, petroleum. 

FOR LONG, INDUSTm0US~M0NTH5, the employees of 


Inyo County Schools office sought recognition, 
and a contract for cost-of-living wage in¬ 
creases and improved benefits. They finally 
got it all - but now they may not get what 
they were guaranteed; passage of the Proposi¬ 
tion 13 amendment cuts so deeply into income 
that increases may be denied. 


AS FOR LOCAL SCHOOIS, they may enjoy balanced 
budgets - at least for a year. One superinten¬ 
dent said, "It's a one-year windfall" - the 
state's distribution of surplus dollars - and 
many schools will be "upgrading all we can 
this year; books, repairs, etc.," in prepara¬ 
tion for possible lean years ahead under Jar¬ 
vis. 


THE BUREAU OF LAI® MANAGEMENT may be asked to 
explain how the Department of Water and Power 
can make excavations on federal lands without 
the usual permits, etc., demanded of private 
citizens. The issue started when several Inyo 
officials, always on the lookout for DWP dep¬ 
redations, noticed some freshly-excavated 
BLM land areas south of Independence. "How 
can they do this?," asked the supervisors who 
suddenly reawakened to environmental consider¬ 
ations. ^he DWP Jim WLckser explained that the 
work was done as a routine flood—precaution. 
But Supervisor Johnny Johnson, displaying a 
previously un-noticed concern for the environ¬ 
ment, pointed out the danger to "plant life 
and archaeological sites," demanded an account¬ 
ing. 


"DIRTY SOCKS," the smelly, but popular, miner- 

(More NEWS BRIEFS, Page 9) 


One Seve*tfy Seven 


177 SHORT STREET 
BISHOP, CALIFORNIA 93514 


COMMERCIAL SERVICE CENTER 

OFFICES-BUSINESSES-WAREHOUSE 


NOW LEASING—Available Sept. 1,1978 

LOW RATES VARY WITH LEASE 

Air conditioning and heating, 
ample parking, choice of ware¬ 
house door or windows. 

1130 sq.ft. 990 sq.ft. 

1175 sq.ft. 775 sq.ft. 

775 Sq. Ft. 


Call: 873-3645, or write to: 

RED CARPET 

REA LTORS 

<73-7131 

115 W. Lint St. Bishop. CA f 3514 



a day to 
remember 
in pictures... 

..your 
wedding 
day 



(THERE ARE A FEW 

IMPORTANT EVENTS IN LIFE 
THAT ARE BEST LEFT UP TO 
A PROFESSIONAL) 

Set your date.,.then set ours. Take 
advantage of our 10% discount on wed- 
now through December - if you book 
our service before July 31. 

Weddings ...seen 
through the lens of. . 

Phillips Camera House 

186 No. MAIN BISHOP 

PhOni <71A> 672-0877 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

al hot springs on the Owens lakeshore east 
of ^lancha, may soon move out of county res¬ 
ponsibility and into the hands of a private 
concessionaire who may have a better nose for 
it. M Dirty Socks" has come into hard timesj 
deterioration of the facility - added to the 
lack of county liability insurance, and the 
fact of its remote location - has prompted 
the supervisors to discontinue their lease on 
the place, this at the urging of the district 
attorney. Eut Alan Weston says he'd like to 
lease or rent the surrounding area, improve 
it and "operate it on the same basis as DLaz 
Lake ."As it stands new, its murky, hot waters 
- that will tarnish instantly silver jewelry 
immersed in it - attract primarily a young 
crowd given to pot and beer parties and skin- 
ny-dipping. 


COUNTY LIBRARIAN JAY ECTOR may have turned up 
with a proposal - finally - that evokes more 
than a "no" from the supervisors, suggests 
a tine-and-money-saving book delivery system 
between county libraries - a plan dependent 
on all county workers travelling to and from 
^shop who would be asked to "check in" with 
the library to deliver packages, books, etc., 
in need of transport. "It's a great idea," 
agreed two supervisors, "You are encouraged 
to proceed." Savings: a lot of postage. Now, 
if Ector can just get the sups to let him buy 
books with the savings...• 


NOW TWICE-CONVICTED, Murderer William Monroe 
will serve six years in the state prison, 
with credit for time already served, on his 
unexpected plea of guilty to two counts of 
second-degree murder. With some reluctance 
the prosecution, which had been hoping for 
a strong first-degree conviction - accepted 
the plea on the first day of the re-trial 
at Independence. Already convicted of the 
murders of Harold and Mildred Devore who died 
in a shooting near Trona, Monroe appealed 
his case on the grounds that he had been held 
illegally without an arraignment within the 
time specified by law. The appeals court ag¬ 
reed and Monroe was brought back to Inyo from 
prison. 


THE SUPERVISORS ARE STILL HUNG-UP on proposed 
amendments to the county zoning ordinance. 
What's the hold-up? ...The supervisors are 
stuck on an "OS," or "Open Space" zoning is¬ 
sue. They're thinking about changing the min¬ 
imum lot size requirement from forty to twen- 
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ty acres. The changes, think the supervisors, 
would make acceptable the promotion of "fam¬ 
ily farms." Some supervisors think the change 
would go against the General Plan, and one of 
them, Herb London, wants to "Let it sit until 
the general plan is updated." But such pro¬ 
crastination got a sarcastic and angry remark 
from Board Chairman Richard McDonald: "That's 
the easy way to do it," he said, "..put it 
off." He was outvoted, U-l. 


"WE WANT A WELL-VERSED, CONSCIENTIOUS LAWYER," 
said County Administrator John K. Smi th, "one 
with experience." And so the supervisors set¬ 
tled on Dean Stout, who passed his bar exam 
only last December, who will start to work as 
Inyo's public defender August 1. There had 
been some voioed speculation among the local 
legal community that Stout, about 30, is eith¬ 
er too young or too inexperienced to handle 
the job, but the supervisors weren't listen¬ 
ing to that. Stout was chosen by an interview¬ 
ing team composed of the assistant administra¬ 
tor, Mike ^anford, the present P.D., Doug 
^uchanan (who is retiring from the job), and 
Judicial Court Judge Don Chapman. Another com¬ 
mittee choice was Mike Ingalls of Bishop, but 
the board opted for Stout. His bid was lower. 


TWO ROCK-HUNTING COUPLES PROWLING OLD MINES 
discovered last week a suspicious-looking 
garbage bag "with something in it" covered 
with rocks in a south-county mineshaft. With 
some concern that they may have found "a bo¬ 
dy," they called in the sheriff's office. Re¬ 
covered for examination was a plastic bagful 
of women's underwear. The silky underclothing 
had no accompanying identification and it led 
to some speculation as to why it was hidden 
in the remote mine tunnel; as the new week 
got underway, officers were still uncertain of 
the significance of the find. Another question 
remaining: where are the women who at one time 
wore the undergarments ? 


THE MEN OF OLANCHA, many of ihom work out of 
the area, may need some help from the dancha 
women who are eager to serve as firemen. Olan- 
cha's volunteer fire department has only a 
single tank of 500 gallons of water, a few 
tools, and very little manpower. And so has 
been organized a women's auxilliary, which is 
now trying to find more equipment and protect¬ 
ive clothing. The women, meanwhile, are watch* 
ing other fire units at practice. At Independ¬ 
ence last week they got a real show. (See pho¬ 
tos on Page 11) 
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The NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant to cur¬ 
rent public issues. The editors will publish on this paqe > ^? / y; 
those considered timely and statinq concise viewpoints.^ 

Letters and statements should be addressed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. 

The editors remind NEWS-LETTER's readers that publication of a letter does not nec^" 
essarily imply that the editors are in agreement with its content, or assure its accuracy. 



SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT: 

A NON-NEWSPAPERMAN REPLIES 

Ify Dear Benett: 

The article appearing in your News Let¬ 
ter of July 17, 1978, in the "News Briefs" co¬ 
lumn, concerning a "County Newspaperman," 
needs a minor correction or two. 

1 . I am not a newspaperman or reporter. 

I do write a commentary column which is pub¬ 
lished by the Chalfant Press once in a while. 

I am a plumber by trade. 

2. Todd Watkins is not my "boss". In our 
association, he has never ordered or even sug¬ 
gested a deletion or inclusion of any comments. 
Trying to get my Inyo County fellow-citizens 
to think has been my compensation. 

If perchance, my opinions and comments 
once in a while agree with those of Mr. Wat¬ 
kins, it is indeed a compliment. I believe Mr. 
Watkins is one of the few people in our wond¬ 
erful valley who uses his God-given intellig¬ 
ence to think and reason out many of the prob¬ 
lems faced by our valley citizens instead of 
jumping on the first bandwagon of public opin¬ 
ion that may come along. 

The purpose of my column is to try to 
get our valley people to use their reason and 
think out their current problems instead of 
following every Vfi. 11 -O-the-WL sp that flits 
through our valley riding the currents of any 
popular issue they are able to generate. 

Did enjoy your report on your Washington 
visit. I must confess, there is nothing more 
disgusting and despicable than a bunch of shab¬ 
bily dressed, yelling, placard-waving women, 
unless it is the men who support their mis¬ 
guided ambitions. 

Most Sincerely Yours, 

W. Paul Payne 
Keeler 

(Editor'8 note: Reader Payne refers to an 
item concerning his "minority report" as a 
member of the recent grand jury. In that it¬ 
em, NEWS-LETTER neither stated nor implied 
that Payne was under the policy-gun of Pub¬ 
lisher Watkins; only that in the case of the 
grand jury report they held remarkably simi¬ 
lar views. Payne, the thinking man's plumb¬ 
er, is perhaps too modest: In the minds of 
his readers in Inyo County, he is regarded 
not only as a ’’newspaperman" - in our view 
a compliment in itself - but one of consid¬ 
erable merit, whether or not we agree on all 
his views.) 

LIKE IT OR NOT, NUDITY 
IS REQUIRED BY LAW AT TECOPA 

To the News-Letter: 

Sunday, July 2, I had occasion to visit 
the Tecopa Hot Springs which is maintained by 
the Inyo County Government. 

I entered the bath house attired in swim 
trunks, showered, and entered the hot pool, 
whereupon I received a most thorough tongue- 
lashing from at least three other bathers for 
wearing trunks into the pool. One abuser used 


language that was, to say the least, color¬ 
ful - blue!il I haven't been so roundly curs¬ 
ed since leaving the docks. Very fortunately 
for that individual and probably myself, I 
was mentally foggyand slightly nauseated from 
some medication. That would also account for 
why I missed the "NUDE BATHING ONLY" sign on 
the inside wall. That fact isn’t mentioned on 
the outside signs. 

The Inyo County Ranger/worker/caretak¬ 
er summoned me from the pool and informed me 
that it was forbidden to bathe while wearing 
swimming trunks in the Inyo County Tecopa Hot 
Springs Bathhouse. Removing my trunks I ret¬ 
urned to the pool nude and all the other ba¬ 
thers seemed to be happy* 

Later, when I recounted ray experience 
to my family who had waited outside the bath¬ 
house for me, my 17-year-old son remarked 
that he thought something was wrong when he 
watched and heard a young boy about eight 
years old object and balk at entering the 
bathhouse with his father. 

My wife commented that she already 
knew about it, having overheard conversations 
outside the bathhouse about "same crazy man 
who bathed in swimming trunks." Another man, 
according to my wife, said, "He must be very 
modest," while his wife turned toward my wife 
and called her a "damned pervert]" Mind you 
now, my wife had not been involved in any way 
except to wait for me in our vehicle. 

Now I could really care less whether 
the regular users of Tecopa Hot Springs bathe 
solo in the nude, engage in bathhouse orgies 
dressed in whatever attire that suits their 
fancy, or if they bathe at all. 

I do become concerned, however, vfoen I 
find a government agency in the position of 
making mandatory and enforcing rules forbid¬ 
ding habits of modesty to young children or 
any others (such as my wife) who are raised in 
a code that objects to exposing their nude 
bodies to others in public. I wonder if it is 
the supervisors' intent to foster and encour¬ 
age public attitudes that consider commonly 
accepted habits of propriety to be - pervers¬ 
ion] 

It is one thing to permit nude bathing 
to those who wish to do so. It is something 
else entirely to require nude bathing to the 
exclusion of all covering by those using a 
tax supported public bathhouse and who might 
object to parading their nakedness in such a 
public place. 

I respectfully suggest that your ordin¬ 
ances need changing. 

- R.O. Fee 
Pomona 

(Editor ’8 note: Mr. Fee's letter was writ¬ 
ten to the supervisors, the ministerial all¬ 
iance, and to some local media outlets. NEWS¬ 
LETTER contacted Jim Angelo, Inyo 's director 
of parks and recreation, who offered this 
explanation: 'There are separate pools for 
men and women. Nude-only swimming has been a 
long-time policy. I'm trying to find out who 

(See FORUM on next page) 
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FORUM, Continued 

initiated it and when. I suspect it was for 
health reasons; some ailments are not help¬ 
ed unless the person bathes in the nude. If 
the man had some kind of skin infection (for 
instance) it would have been hidden under 
his suit; they could ask him to show a doc¬ 
tor's order before entering the pool. It's 
open 24 hours a day, everybody seems to use 
it. I've never had a complaint before since 
I 've been here.") 

•JHHfr 

A LITTLE LAKE LETTER PROMPTS A 
RESPONSE FROM THE TAX ASSESSOR 

Inyo County Newsletter: 

This is in response to a letter by Pat 
McClendon of little <ike which appeared in 
your July 17th edition# The letter is critic¬ 
al of: (l) Jfy reactions to Proposition 13, 
and (2) Overtime for government employees* 

It is well accepted that criticism of 
government office-holders is not only inevit¬ 
able but proper. It is also a good indication 
that the critic is aware of his or her govern- 
ment and interested enough to take the time 
to express an opinion. This is healthy and 
good far the country. It is in the best int¬ 
erests of all, however; that criticism, partic¬ 
ularly when made through the media, be fact¬ 
ual. and valid. 

Ms. McClendon takes me to task because 
I did "not respect and uphold the intent and 
purposes of Proposition 13." Her criticism 
was due to my response to a question from a 
staff member of the Los Angeles Herald—Exam¬ 
iner in May. 1 do commend both the Examiner 
and Ms. McClendon for quoting me correctly, 
•^he only problem is that my response was to 
a question having nothing to do with Propos- 
ition 13• 

As most will recall, before the June 6 
election the I* 0 s Angeles County Board of Sup¬ 
ervisors proposed to Assessor Alexanfer Pope 
that he not enroll the properties re-apprais¬ 
ed at theLr 1978 values but instead "roll them 
back," or leave them as they appeared on the 
1977 roll. A ssessor Pope announced that he 


would act on this proposal. This touched off 
a large controversy throughout the state. It 
was at this time that the Herald-Examiner 
conducted their telephone survey of all coun¬ 
ty assessors. Line of the questions asked was 
"What is your opinion of Mr. Pope's proposed 
action?" Jfy response was as quoted in Ms. Mc¬ 
Clendon's letter: "I'm doubtful of the legal¬ 
ity, doubt if it's constitutional and I do 
not feel it's proper." In any event. Proposi¬ 
tion 13 passed ana Mr. Pope's proposal became 
irrelevant. 

As it happens, I did, and still do "res¬ 
pect and uphold the intent and purposes of 
Proposition 13. Property tax relief was long 
overdue. We were all aware of that. 

On the matter of overtime, Ms. McClend¬ 
on feels that departments experiencing high 
peak work loads should be able to call on oth¬ 
er departments for help. Perhaps a good idea 
in theory, but hardly practical if applied for 
more than a day or two. I doubt that the tax¬ 
payer would approve of staffing departments at 
such a level that they could afford to loan em¬ 
ployees to other departments for an extended 
period of time without severely damaging their 
own operation. 

In the case of the recent need for over¬ 
time hours in this office, we knew that the 
size of the task within a restricted time lim¬ 
it would require extra work-hours over an 
extended period of time. In addition, the app¬ 
raisal of property for assessment purposes 
must be done by trained, certificated apprais¬ 
ers. Other departments have no such personnel. 
I agree that expenditures such as overtime 
should be discouraged by department heads when¬ 
ever possible. There are just times when there 
is no alternative. 

Finally, to Ms. McClendon and all other 
taxpayers - I welcome your comments at anytime 
and will be pleased to sp>end whatever time is 
necessary to explain the functions of the as¬ 
sessor's office. It is your right to know. 

- Jack T. Clay 
Inyo County Assessor 
Independence 


SUDDENLY, THE REALTHING... 


The members of a newly- 
formed Olancha Eire dep¬ 
artment Auxilliary - 
Sharon Lutes, Melinda 
Salmonds and Marge Siru- 
cek- had been observing 
an Independence practice 
session, and "broke for 
lunch" when a real al¬ 
arm sounded. It afford¬ 
ed them a chance to see 
real action as a new 
hay shed burned down in 
heavy, acrid smoke. 
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ff-z/jh above the Tri-aounty Fair midway, 
two Inyo youngsters enjoy the "fun- 
part" of the exposition. The adult 
fair-goers had other pressing inter¬ 
ests below, "getting down" their bets. 
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Despite a stifling heat, afternoon racing fans, clutching 
hard cash, line up to place bets on the mule races. Bet¬ 
tors such as these brought a $124,000 gross to the fair, 
and got back about 83% of it in winnings. 
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